NOYS to Host Teen Distracted Driving Prevention Summit and Leadership Team
September 2010 National Organizations for Youth Safety (NOYS) will partner with the Department of Transportation Distracted Driving Summit and will support 20 youth to attend and participate in a Distracted Driving Summit in Chicago, Illinois.  The youth will attend the Distracted Driving Summit and will then spend the next day developing a teen program of work that they will implement in their communities during the school year.  These teens will become the Teen Distracted Driving Leadership Team who will help to develop, implement, and support distracted driving prevention efforts in their local communities and provide a foundation for a national program tool to empower youth and engage them as part of the solution to prevent distracted driving.
We are seeking your support to host the teen focused piece of the summit and support the Teen Distracted Driving Prevention Leadership Team.  NOYS has played a critical role by bringing youth leaders together in a substantive, integrated and efficient format so that they can share their critical experiences with one another while empowering and inspiring each other.  A key to this success has been the empowerment of the youth to plan and lead their own meetings, including setting their own agendas and activities.  Not surprisingly, participating youth leaders have planned interactive and informative educational sessions that motivate, inspire, and energize youth to lead efforts/activities in their own communities and within their own national organizations. The overarching goal of NOYS is that all work done to address youth health and safety issues should be done with youth and not to youth.  
With the leading cause of death for youth in the United States as automobile crashes, many of which are preventable, there is a large need for collaborative efforts to address this health and safety concern.  To support the NOYS goal, and work to address teen driver safety NOYS youth have led the National Youth Traffic Safety Month® (NYTSM) campaign over the last four years. This year the issue of distracted driving has become the signature issue for many including the U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and even Oprah.  NOYS has had the opportunity to work with and support both the efforts of the Department of Transportation and most recently the April 30th Oprah show on distracted driving.  NOYS recognizes the need to empower youth to be the leaders of a youth movement to change this risky behavior and message from youth to youth why they don't drive distracted, creating a teen social norm that driving distracted is not acceptable.  Because we believe effective prevention programs are teen-led and teen-informed NOYS sees the need to convene, train, and empower youth leaders to address this issue as essential. To meet that goal, NOYS will host a Teen Distracted Driving Summit that will discuss the issue and empower youth leaders to create their own youth national campaign.
Limited sponsorships are available at the following levels and will include the noted benefits:
	Platinum $70,000
	Gold $50,000
	Silver $30,000
	Bronze $10,000
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Thank you in advance for your support of this worthy project that invests in empowering teens to be part of the solution to prevent distracted driving.
